CHAPTER VI
IN  THE LEGISLATURE  AND  COUNCIL  OF  STATE
The proceedings of the Assembly are, as usual, rapidly degenerating with the progress of the session. (Madison.)
Our Assembly has been employed chiefly in rectifying the mistakes of the last and committing new ones for emendation at the next. (Washington.)
It is surprising that gentlemen cannot dismiss their private animosities but will bring them in the Assembly. (Marshall.)
IN 1783, a small wooden building stood among the two or three hundred little frame houses x which, scattered irregularly from the river to the top of the hill, made up the town of Richmond at the close of the Revolution. It was used for " balls/' public banquets, and other functions which the merriment or inclination of the miniature Capital required. But its chief use was to house the legislative majesty of Virginia. In this building the General Assembly of the State held its bi-yearly sessions. Here met the representatives of the people after their slow and toilsome journey on horseback through the dense forests and all but impassable roads from every county of the Commonwealth.2
The twenty years that had passed since Marshall's father entered the House of Burgesses had brought changes in the appearance and deportment of Virginia's legislative body corresponding to those in the government of the newly established State. But few elegancies of velvet coat, fine lace, silk stock-
1  Richmond grew rapidly thereafter.   The number of houses was trebled within a decade.
2  Schoepf, ii, 55-50.